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BRYNCOED 

RHAYADER 
4th  March,  1953 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Rhayader  Rural  District  Council 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
as  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  the  year  1952. 

The  general  health  of  the  district  has  been  good  and 
the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  exceptionally  low. 

Most  of  the  houses  in  Newbridge  have  been  connected 
to  the  new  sewer,  while  more  connections  have  been  made  in 
Crossgates.  The  new  sewerage  disposal  scheme  for  Rhayader 
is  still  not  in  sight. 

Work  has  commenced  on  the  water  supply  scheme  for 
Pantydwr  and  St.  Harmon,  this  should  be  in  operation  in  the 
first  half  of  1953.  The  scheme  for  supplementing  the  Llanyre 
supply  is  still  in  the  hands  of  the  Ministry  pending  negoti¬ 
ations  for  the  acquisition  of  the  land. 

With  the  exception  of  Llanyre,  where  economy  measures 
were  taken  for  a  short  period,  water  supplies  were  sufficient 
throughout  the  district. 

Agreement  has  not  yet  been  reached  on  the  purchase 
of  land  for  the  erection  of  houses  for  Forestry  Workers  at 
Bwlchysarnau.  Negotiations  commenced  for  building  houses  at 
Newbridge,  Llanyre  and  Crossgates. 

Building  of  sixteen  houses  in  Rhayader  started  in  the 
middle  of  the  year  and  proceedings  for  the  Clearance  of  nine 
houses  were  commenced  so  that  alternative  accommodation 
could  be  provided  by  the  new  houses. 

It  is  difficult  to  assess  the  housing  need  in  Rhayader 
itself  as  with  the  completion  of  the  new  dam  there  has  been 
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a  considerable  egress  of  population,  firstly  of  those  people 
brought  in  to  work  on  the  dam  and  secondly,  of  “locals”  now 
in  search  of  employment.  Bound  up  with  the  problem  of  em¬ 
ployment  is  the  desire  to  retain  small  houses  long  past  their 
prime  but  let  at  a  low  rental. 

While  very  few  owners  have  taken  advantage  of  the 
grants  for  improvements  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  a  number 
of  farms  have  been  improved  as  a  result  of  grants  from  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  This  appears  to  be  due 
to  the  present  “  boom  ”  in  agricultural ;  a  less  complicated  pro¬ 
cedure  involved  in  the  agricultural  grant ;  and  the  reluctance 
of  landlords  to  invest  money  in  houses  for  letting. 

Some  milk  is  still  retailed  as  loose  milk  but  an  in¬ 
creasing  amount  is  bottled,  and  more  and  more  farmers  are 
turning  to  T.T.  milk  production. 

I  would  like  to  express  my  gratitude  for  the  co-operation 
and  help  given  me  at  all  times  by  the  officials,  and  to  thank 
the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  assistance 
throughout  the  year. 

I  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  D.  O’MAHONY  POOLE 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  of  District 


91,240  acres 


Estimated  Population 
Number  of  inhabited  Houses 


4,441 

1,311 


Rateable  Value 


£1  15,791 


Product  of  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £480 

The  town  of  Rhayader  itself  is  an  ancient  market  town  in 
the  Cambrian  Mountains.  It  stands  about  700  ft.  above  sea 
level  and  is  the  first  town  on  the  river  Wye,  about  20  miles  from 
its  source.  The  Elan  and  Claerwen  Valleys  are  the  gathering 
ground  of  Birmingham  water  supply  and  between  them  have 
1,500  acres  of  lakes  of  great  scenic  beauty,  attracting  visitors 
from  all  over  England  and  Wales. 


HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


The  district  is  served  by  one  part-time  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  one  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Six  nurses  provide  a  home  nursing  service. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Aberystwyth  carry 
out  free  analyses  of  milk,  water  and  histological  examinations  of 
diseased  animals  slaughtered  at  the  local  abattoir.  I  am  grateful 
to  Dr.  Sudds  and  her  staff  for  their  ready  assistance. 

The  County  Analyst,  Carmarthen  is  available  for  the 
chemical  analyses  of  water  and  examination  of  milk  for  fat 
content. 

Post-natel  clinics  are  held  monthly. 

Clinics  are  available  at  Llandrindod  Wells  for  Tuberculosis 
and  at  Hereford  for  Venereal  Disease.  The  Chest  Physician  holds 
a  weekly  clinic  at  Llandrindod  Wells. 

There  are  no  hospitals  in  the  district  but  hospital  services 
were  provided  during  the  year  at  Knighton,  Llandrindod  Wells, 
Shrewsbury,  Gobowen,  Birmingham  and  Llanidloes. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 

Corrected 

Rate  for 

Male 

Female 

Rate  per  England 

Large 

Small 

1000  pop.  &  Wales 

Towns 

Towns 

Live  Births  : — 

Legitimate 

35 

32 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

Totals 

37 

33 

19.5  15.3 

16.9 

15  5 

Still  Births  : — 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

1 

0 

0.27 

0.35 

0.43 

0.36 

Rates  per  1000  Total  Births 

14.0 

22.6 

24.6 

23.0 

DEATHS 

All  causes 

31 

26 

10.7 

11.3 

12.1 

11.2 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Under  1  year 

4 

1 

Rates  per  1000  Live  Births 

71.4 

27.6 

31.2 

25.8 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Respiratory  tuberculosis 
Malignant  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Diseases  of  the  heart  ... 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  ... 

Other  respiratory  diseases 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Accidents  (not  Motor  Vehicle) 

Suicide 


Male 

1 

1 

2 

8 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

8 

1 

2 


Female 

2 

2 

6 

8 

I 


1 

4 

1 

1 


31  26 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


No.  of  cases  notified 


Measles  2 

Scarlet  Fever  5 

Whooping  Cough  5 

Pneumonia  4 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Number  of  fresh  cases  notified  during  the  year 


Pulmonary 

Male 

1 

Female 

Total 

1 

Non-Pulmonary 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

1 

— 

1 

Number  of  cases 

on  register  at  31st  December, 

1952 

Pulmonary 

Male 

13 

Female 

12 

Total 

25 

Non-pulmonary 

5 

5 

10 

Totals 

18 

17 

35 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Number  of  children  who  completed  a  full  course  of  primary 
immunisation  during  the  year  was  34 

Number  of  children  who  were  given  a  secondary  injection 
during  the  year  was  3 

Age  Group  Number  Immunised 


Under  1  year  10 

Age  1  years  18 

Age  2  years  3 

Age  3  years  1 

Age  4  years  0 

Age  5-9  years  2 

Age  10-14  years  0 

Totals  34 


6 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 


Section  47  -  Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in 
need  of  care  and  attention. 

No  formal  action  was  taken  under  this  section  of  the 

Act. 


One  aged  person  was  found  to  be  a  possible  subject  of 
this  section  of  the  Act  but  was  later  removed  to  a  Mental 
Hospital  under  an  emergency  order.  This  case  outlined  the 
delay  which  could  occur  in  the  operation  of  the  Act  and  I  was 
subsequently  given  an  authority  for  action  under  the  National 
Assistance  Amendment  Act,  1951. 

BLINDNESS 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  176  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  Council  owns  all  the  public  water  undertakings. 
Owing  to  the  scattered  nature  of  the  district  it  is  necessary  to 
use  ten  separate  undertakings.  Three  of  these  are  from  the 
Birmingham  Aqueduct,  the  rest  from  springs  and  streams. 

A  scheme  for  supplying  St.  Harmon  and  Pantydwr  is  in 
progress  and  should  be  completed  in  the  near  future.  Schemes 
for  extending  Llanyre  supply,  and  for  a  supply  to  Penybont, 
are  proposed. 

Appendix  1  at  the  end  shows  typical  analyses  of  the 
public  supplies. 

Quantity.  Supplies  were  sufficient  throughout  the  district 
with  the  exception  of  Llanyre  where  rationing  was  necessary  for 
a  short  period. 

Quality.  Eighteen  samples  were  taken  for  analysis,  all 
were  satisfactory. 

Plumbo  Solvency.  The  Birmingham  supply  is  treated 
so  as  to  neutralise  acidity.  The  remaining  supplies  are  plumbo 
solvent,  but  as  far  as  is  known,  there  are  few  lead  pipes  used 


7 


and  precautions  are  not  taken. 

Appendix  2  at  the  end,  is  a  table  showing  the  population 
and  number  of  houses  served  in  each  parish  by  public  supply. 

There  has  been  some  improvement  over  1951  in  the 
provision  of  internal  water  supplies,  but  there  are  many  houses 
in  the  district  in  which  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  request 
such  a  supply. 

PRIVATE  WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  scattered  nature  of  the  district  makes  it  impossible 
to  supply  mains  to  all  parts,  and  about  48%  of  the  houses  have 
individual  supplies  from  wells,  springs  or  mountain  streams.  A 
number  of  these  now  have  internal  water  supplies  installed  with 
the  help  of  '  agricultural  grants.  Six  supplies  were  completed 
during  the  year. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

Rhayader  and  Cwmdauddwr 

During  the  year  test  holes  were  excavated  and  the  old 
sewers  examined  at  several  places.  In  each  case  the  sewer  was 
found  to  be  defective.  The  conditions  were  noted  in  further 
consideration  of  the  comprehensive  scheme  that  was  the  subject 
of  a  Public  Enquiry  last  year. 

Newbridge 

A  further  13  properties  were  connected  to  the  sewer 
during  the  year. 

Crossgates 

A  further  11  properties  were  connected  to  the  sewer 
during  the  year. 

Bwlchysarnau 

No  further  development  took  place  during  the  year. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Refuse  collection  is  carried  out  throughout  the  district  by 
direct  labour  using  a  Ford  Refuse  Collection  Vehicle.  Waste 
paper  is  salvaged  and  press  baled  at  Brynafon,  Rhayader. 

Collection  is  as  follows:  — 

Rhayader,  Cwmdauddwr  and  Elan  Valley  -  twice  weekly 

Newbridge-on-Wye,  Llanyre,  Fron,  Crossgates  and  Penybont 
Village  -  weekly 

Pantydwr,  St.  Harmon,  Bwlchysarnau,  Abbeycwmhir,  Nant- 
mel,  Doldowlod  and  all  premises  on  the  main  roads 
travelled  on  these  routes  -  fortnightly 

Refuse  is  tipped  at  three  controlled  tips  -  Gravel  Road, 
Gwystre ;  The  Bog,  Newbridge  and  The  Gro,  Cwmdauddwr 

PUBLIC  CEMETERY 

There  were  5  burials  during  the  year. 

BUILDINGS 

No.  of  houses  completed  by  private  owners  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  houses  completed  by  Local  Authority  ...  ...  6 

No.  of  houses  let  to  contract  during  the  year  ...  ...  16 

No.  of  houses  sites  selected  and  preliminary  work  in  hand  50 
No.  of  houses  in  course  of  construction  by  Local  Authority  16 
No.  of  improvement  grants  approved  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  88 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


Visits  re 


Inspec-  Re-Inspec-  ~  .  . 
tions  tions 


Rural  Housing  Survey 

75 

17 

92 

Allocation  of  Council  Houses 

59 

24 

83 

Sanitary  defects,  etc. 

62 

123 

185 

Moveable  dwellings 

2 

2 

4 

Dirty  premises 

3 

9 

12 

Verminous  premises 

1 

1 

2 

Infectious  diseases 

7 

5 

12 

Water  supply 

96 

27 

123 

Drains — inspected  ... 

4 

6 

10 

,,  — tested 

1 

1 

2 

Cesspools,  closets  ... 

129 

41 

170 

Factories— power  ... 

13 

— 

13 

,,  — non-power 

7 

— 

7 

Ponds,  ditches,  watercourses 

5 

12 

17 

Animals  so  kept  as  to  be  a  nuisance 

10 

7 

17 

Rats  and  mice — general  ... 

27 

10 

37 

,,  ,,  — sewers  ... 

5 

1 

6 

Accumulation  of  refuse,  etc. 

1 

— 

1 

Petroleum  Regulations 

Sanitary  conveniences  —  licensed 

3 

— 

3 

premises 

21 

4 

25 

Meat  inspection 

185 

— 

185 

Meat  shops  ... 

20 

— 

20 

Other  food  shops  ... 

72 

— 

72 

Milk  distribution,  etc. 

26 

— 

26 

Cafes,  Restaurants,  Inns,  etc. 

30 

— 

30 

Sale  of  ice-cream  ... 

6 

— 

6 

Bakehouses... 

7 

— 

7 

Interviews  ... 

59 

— 

59 

Miscellaneous  visits 

33 

— 

33 

969 

290 

1,259 
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No.  of  water  samples  taken  for  analysis  ...  ...  ...  20 

No.  of  milk  samples  taken  for  analysis  ...  ...  ...  36 

No.  of  samples  of  meat  taken  for  analysis  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  faecal  samples  taken  for  analysis  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  105 

No.  of  complaints  on  which  action  was  taken  ...  ...  84 

No.  of  houses  inspected  for  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  206 

No.  of  informal  notices  served — dwelling  houses  ...  ...  42 

— other  premises  .  6 

No.  of  informal  notices  complied  with — dwelling  houses  ...  45 

— other  premises  ...  3 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  served — Housing  Act  ...  ...  1 

— Public  Health  Act  ...  14 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  complied  with — Housing  Act  ...  1 


—  Public  Health  Act  14 

HOUSING 

Study  of  the  Housing  Survey  carried  out  to  date,  shows 
that  about  12%  of  the  houses  fall  within  Category  5,  or  that  there 
are  approximately  150  substandard  houses  throughout  the  district. 
This  gives  an  idea  of  the  magnitude  of  the  task  remaining  to  be 
done  under  the  Housing  Act.  Furthermore,  the  reluctance  of 
owners  to  carry  out  even  essential  repairs  under  present  day  con¬ 
ditions,  means  that  even  better  type  houses  are  rapidly  descend¬ 
ing  to  the  point  when  they  too  will  be  fit  only  for  demolition. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  a  report  was  being  prepared  on  a 
suggested  Clearance  Area  of  nine  houses  in  the  Rhayader  Parish. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

Nearly  all  the  houses  in  Newbridge  are  connected  to  the 
public  sewer  and  there  are  now  very  few  properties  draining  into 
the  river  Wye. 

In  Rhayader  several  houses  drain  directly  into  the  river, 
these  houses,  however,  can  be  drained  properly  only  if  the  new 
sewerage  scheme  is  implemented.  A  portion  of  the  Wye,  in  the 
public  park  in  Rhayader,  is  used  by  children  for  swimming  and 
paddling.  This  is  only  100-150  yards  downstream  from  a  sewer 
outfall,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  new  scheme  will  soon  be 
commenced. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


There  are  no  industries  causing  atmospheric  pollution,  the 
only  pollution  being  from  domestic  fireplaces. 

DESTRUCTION  OF  RATS  AND  MICE 

General.  It  was  found  during  the  year,  that  there  was 
insufficient  work  to  justify  the  employment  of  a  full-time  opera¬ 
tive  between  the  two  authorities  of  Knighton  and  Rhayader,  ac¬ 
cordingly  the  appointment  was  made  part-time,  the  operative 


working  alternate  months. 

A  summary  of  the  work  done  is  as  follows : — 

No.  of  farms  in  district  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  402 

No.  of  farms  surveyed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

No.  of  farms  found  to  be  infested — Major  infestations  ...  4 

Minor  infestations  ...  4 

No.  of  farms  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  infested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

No.  of  business  premises  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

No.  of  business  premises  infested  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

No.  of  business  premises  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Total  number  of  premises  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  131 

Total  number  of  premises  infested  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Total  number  of  premises  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 


Sewer  Treatment.  There  are  three  sewerage  systems  in 
the  district,  having  a  total  of  142  manholes.  Two  of  the  systems 
are  new,  whilst  the  other  system  is  defective.  Treatment  of  the 
sewers  showed  an  infestation  only  on  the  latter  system  and  then 
only  to  a  minor  degree. 

FACTORIES  ACT 

No.  of  power  factories  on  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

No.  of  non-power  factories  on  register...  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Informal  action  was  taken  in  five  cases. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


There  is  one  slaughterhouse  in  Rhayader,  under  the  control 
of  the  Ministry  of  food. 

Carcases  Inspected  : —  Cattle 


(not  Cows)  Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

No.  killed 

62 

18 

55 

1,594 

51 

No.  inspected 

62 

18 

55 

1,588 

51 

Condemnations  : — 

All  diseases  except  T.B. — 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

3 

15 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

48 

15 

600 

14 

Percentage  affected  with 
some  disease 

77% 

94% 

5% 

39% 

27% 

T.B.  only : — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

_ 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

2 

_ 

2 

Percentage  affected  with 
T.B.  . 

3% 

0% 

0% 

o% 

o% 

Total  number  of  animals  killed  ...  1,780 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned  ...  4,245  lbs. 


OTHER  FOODS 

Milk.  There  are  68  farms,  out  of  a  total  of  402  producing 
milk.  Of  these  16  are  wholesalers  of  designated  milk,  20  whole¬ 
salers  of  undesignated  milk,  7  are  producer-retailers  of  designated 
milk  and  25  are  producer-retailers  of  undesignated  milk.  There 
are  3  dealers  in  the  district,  one  of  whom  retails  designated  milk. 

More  milk  is  now  bottled,  but  a  considerable  amount  is 
still  sold  as  loose  milk. 

Fifteen  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  analysis  were  all 
satisfactory.  Of  21  samples  taken  for  quality,  five  were  deficient 
in  fat.  Informal  action  was  taken  in  each  case. 

Food  Preparing  Premises.  135  visits  were  made  to 
food  preparing  premises  and  informal  action  was  taken  in  a  num¬ 
ber  of  cases  for  contravention  of  the  new  byelaws  or  Food  and 
Drugs  Act. 

126  lbs.  of  foodstuffs,  mainly  canned,  were  condemned  as 
being  unfit  for  human  consumption.  , 
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Appendix  1  TYPICAL  ANALYSES  OF  PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES 
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Appendix  2  DETAILS  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES 
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